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On Sunday, September 10, 2006, Grace Episcopal Church, Allentown, will dedicate the 
new elementary program of Grace Montessori School, the only elementary Montessori 
program in the Lehigh Valley and the first Episcopal grade school in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. The school’s dedication marks a momentous event in the educational life of 
the region. 
 
The dedication will feature letters of commendation from Mayor Ed Pawlowski, The Rt. 
Rev. Paul V. Marshall, Bishop of the Diocese of Bethlehem and The Rt. Rev. Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop-elect of the Episcopal Church.  
 
Mayor Pawlowski states, “Grace Church is an important element of the revitalization of 
Center City.” Bishop Marshall comments, “Episcopalians have brought forth many of the 
finest schools and universities in the country. Grace’s commitment to Montessori 
education is a gift to the community in just this tradition.”  Bishop Schori wrote To the 
People of Grace: “I give thanks for your ministry in so many areas that respond to the 
basic needs of human beings, and for your ability to speak good news to the bad news the 
world serves up. When Jesus encouraged the disciples to permit little children to come 
near, he said, ‘to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.’ You are building a small corner 
of heaven in Allentown. May it continue to expand and transform the community there. 
May you continue to be a rich and Grace-filled blessing to those around you.” 
 
Representatives of the diocese, civic organizations, the arts community, philanthropic 
organizations, and the business community will join with parents, students, teachers, 
staff, and church members to celebrate the opening of the new program starting this 
Sunday at 10 a.m. during the church’s regularly scheduled worship service. 
 
In a sermon delivered on September 3, The Rev. Dr. Patrick Malloy, the rector of Grace 
Church, praised the congregation for their unwavering commitment to downtown 
Allentown and the people of the neighborhood in which the church has been located for 
more than 140 years. He said, “As poverty and social ills took hold in Center City and 
frightened many communities of faith to abandon this neighborhood and move to the  
suburbs, the people of this parish made a very conscious and intentional decision to stay 
and make a difference. Our three corporate ministries – the largest food pantry in 
northeast Pennsylvania, our AIDS Outreach, and our Montessori School – are concrete 
ways we have made good on our promise:  each of them making a tremendous difference 
in the health and rebirth of the city. The founding of our elementary school is just the 
latest and most logical step in our long-standing, Gospel-based commitment to urban 
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Allentown and its people. For us, this is a direct response to what we sense God calling 
us to be and to do.” 
 
As the elementary program, which now provides education for children ages six through 
nine, in anticipation of future growth, searches for a permanent home, Grace Montessori 
School, with financial assistance from local and national foundations and from Grace 
Episcopal Church, has invested approximately $100,000 to build and outfit this new 
classroom facility. Currently housed within the administrative wing of Grace Church at 
Fifth and Linden, Allentown, the grade school’s presence at the church site across from 
the Baum School of Art will contribute energy and life to Center City Allentown’s 
emerging Arts District. The Baum School has graciously agreed to provide art education 
to the school’s students at no cost while the school seeks an underwriter for the art 
program. Support from the greater community and relationships such as that forged 
between the Baum School and its neighbor Grace Church are vital in helping to build the 
momentum of Allentown’s urban, economic, and community redevelopment. As Mayor 
Pawlowski has written in his letter to be read at the dedication, “The increasingly 
strong and creative partnership between Grace Church and the Baum School of 
Art also reaches a new level today, as Baum becomes the art education center 
for the Elementary Division of Grace Montessori School. It is such partnerships 
that build a vital neighborhood and will contribute significantly to the rebirth of the 
City!” 
 
Grace Montessori School is already an important factor in the revitalization of Downtown 
Allentown. In December of 2004, Grace Church dedicated the opening of the school’s 
new state-of-the-art facility in what had been the administrative offices of Hess’s 
Department Store on the ground level of the store’s parking garage at Eighth and Linden. 
In partnership with the Allentown Parking Authority, Grace Episcopal Church sought and 
secured state and local funding to construct a purpose-built school for its early childhood 
program. The program, which began with seven children of clients receiving food from 
the church’s food pantry, has grown to almost 100 students. And continued growth will 
require more room for expansion than is available in its current headquarters or than was 
anticipated when the school launched its building campaign just three years ago. The 
school is now looking to develop the adjoining space in the parking garage for the 
elementary school, a gym, and additional early childhood classrooms so that the 
organization can be unified once again in a single location. 
 
In keeping with its historic roots as a social ministry of the church, Grace Montessori 
School continues to provide scholarship assistance to approximately 30 percent of its 
student body, based solely upon financial need. This commitment, carried through to the 
new lower elementary program, allows children of families who cannot afford to provide 
a private school education the means to do so.  Historically the school’s early childhood 
education scholarship program has been funded by a federal Community Development 
Block Grant received from and administered by the City of Allentown, by the Talbot Hall 
Foundation of the Diocese of Bethlehem, by other local foundations, by the National 
Association of Episcopal Schools, by members of Grace Church, and through parent 



fund-raising activities. Additional funds have been sought to assist families of students of 
the new elementary program.  
 
By placing such great emphasis on supporting its scholarship program, Grace Montessori 
School helps broaden the diversity of its student body to include more socio-economic, 
racial, ethnic, religious and cultural diversity than most Montessori programs which, 
while typically very culturally and religiously diverse, are predominantly middle and 
upper middle class economically. Respect for all people, all cultures, religious beliefs, 
ages, and races, as well as for the Earth and all of life is central to the philosophy of Dr. 
Maria Montessori. And so Grace Church attempts, in this latest outreach, to follow the 
precepts of that ethical code as it complements its understanding of the Gospel’s great 
moral imperatives. 
 
For further information, please contact Elizabeth H. House, Executive Director, Grace 
Montessori School, 814 W. Linden Street, Allentown, PA, 18104; phone 610-435-4060; 
e-mail ehhouse@yahoo.com
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